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Letter from the Editor 
Kaitlyn Clary 
Chief Editor 
Murray State University 
 
Welcome to volume three, issue one of Steeplechase: An ORCA Student Journal, Murray 
State University’s very own publication of student research and creative activity. With the 
presentation of our third volume, we are extremely delighted to present you with an issue that most 
certainly shares the fruits of our labors from the past year. While our last issue was a special one 
that documented the beginning of a new set of procedures, the one you are about to look into is 
just a glimpse into the bright future that Steeplechase has ahead of itself. This issue contains written 
and audio interviews, undergraduate and graduate research, and various research elements.  
In addition, Steeplechase is happy to present research that is 100% peer-reviewed! Along 
with the new set of procedures we integrated into our publication process, researchers were 
allowed to choose between single-blind peer review or open peer review. Single-blind peer review 
focuses on anonymity of the researcher while open peer review allows identity to be known in 
order to aid in review. Either way, each piece of research in this issue has been reviewed by the 
researchers’ peers. While the new procedures took some time getting used to, they were most 
certainly worth the product that was produced. 
The publication of this issue will mark the one-year anniversary of my role as Editor-in-
Chief. While the tasks that make this position are time consuming and oftentimes complex,  I could 
not be happier with the progress that this journal has made. With every issue I have been involved 
with, the research that Murray State students invests in never ceases to amaze me, and I hope it 
never does. This position would not be half as enjoyable without the help of Virginia “Gin” 
Sisemore, our associate editor, and Arthur J. Boston, our faculty mentor.  When you work with 
such amazing co-workers, work never really seems to be work. 
On behalf of the Steeplechase team, we want to thank those who have been a part of our 
publication process. As always, we are incredibly thankful for all of our student submitters, 
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reviewers, faculty member mentors, and everyone from the Murray State community who has so 
graciously worked with the Office of Research and Creative Activity. This issue required many 
helping hands, and we are forever grateful to those who were so willingly to give it. We hope to 
continue on this progressive track. After all, it’s always a good day to be a Racer. 
Thanks for reading, 
 
Kaitlyn Clary 
Editor-in-Chief 
 
 
